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 “We’ve been in a trade war for 25 years. We haven’t engaged; it’s been waged 

on us. They’ve [China] done it by sleight of hand, by lying, by using short-term 

greed to undermine long-term success. And Trump knows all of that, and he’s 

put Bob in charge,”  

Xi Jinping, the Chinese president who recently had the constitution changed to 

remove his term limits, has been explicit about his overall goal: “He came out 

and said, as dictator-in-chief for life, that China was going to dominate all the 

industries of the future, not be a competitor, not be a partner, but to dominate 

the global industries—semiconductors, artificial intelligence, and aerospace, 

you name it. They were going to use all the tactics and economic aggression 

and trade mercantilism and predatory pricing that they had used against the 

steel industry for all these other industries.” 
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to identify countries that deny adequate and effective protection of intellectual 

property rights (IPR) or deny fair and equitable market access to U.S. persons 

who rely on intellectual property protection.   

Trump has repeatedly claimed the border wall is necessary to stop illegal 

immigration. However, he appeared to put the USMCA/USMCA, his newly-

negotiated NAFTA replacement deal, on the line Friday with his threats to close 

the border, saying it would be a “profit making operation” to reduce the trade 

deficit with Mexico 

The logic of withdrawing from NAFTA before the USMCA would be to pressure 

Congress to approve Trump’s trade deal and any laws needed to comply with it. 

By formally withdrawing from NAFTA, Trump would set a hard deadline of six 

months for Congress to approve the USMCA or face having tariffs reintroduced 

on substantial portions of the approximately $1.3 trillion worth of trade 

between the U.S., Canada, and Mexico. 

Sen. Chuck Grassley (R-IA), who will chair the Senate Finance Committee that 

will usher the USMCA through the chamber in 2019, even gave a sort-of 

endorsement of the president’s hardball strategy. “That’s a hard-nosed 
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approach, but sometimes the president has to use that if he wants to get things 

accomplished,” Grassley said on a Monday radio show, according to the 

Washington Post. 

“If Washington imposed a 25% tariff on cars as it long has with small trucks, 

"many more cars would be built here" and GM "would not be closing their 

plants in Ohio, Michigan & Maryland," Trump tweeted.” 

"The President has great power on this issue," he wrote.” 

The White House has pledged not to move forward with imposing tariffs on the 

European Union or Japan as long as it is making constructive progress in trade 

talks. 
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Parliament is deeply divided, with both supporters and opponents of Brexit 

opposed to May’s deal, which seeks to maintain close ties with the EU. 

[Jeremy] Hunt said May’s withdrawal agreement could be passed by MPs if the 

EU made clear that the Irish “backstop” would be time-limited. 

Critics fear the backstop will trap Britain in a customs union with the EU 

indefinitely, while European leaders have said they would not renegotiate the 

treaty. 
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