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to identify countries that deny adequate and effective protection of intellectual 

property rights (IPR) or deny fair and equitable market access to U.S. persons 

who rely on intellectual property protection.   

Sen. Chuck Grassley (R-IA), who will chair the Senate Finance Committee that 

will usher the USMCA through the chamber in 2019, even gave a sort-of 

endorsement of the president’s hardball strategy. “That’s a hard-nosed 

approach, but sometimes the president has to use that if he wants to get things 

accomplished,” Grassley said on a Monday radio show, according to the 

Washington Post. 
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The White House has pledged not to move forward with imposing tariffs on the 

European Union or Japan as long as it is making constructive progress in trade 

talks. 
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Parliament is deeply divided, with both supporters and opponents of Brexit 

opposed to May’s deal, which seeks to maintain close ties with the EU. 

[Jeremy] Hunt said May’s withdrawal agreement could be passed by MPs if the 

EU made clear that the Irish “backstop” would be time-limited. 

Critics fear the backstop will trap Britain in a customs union with the EU 

indefinitely, while European leaders have said they would not renegotiate the 

treaty. 
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