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The meetings were held as part of the agreement reached by President Donald 

J. Trump and President Xi Jinping in Buenos Aires to engage in 90 days of 

negotiations with a view to achieving needed structural changes in China 

with respect to forced technology transfer, intellectual property 

protection, non-tariff barriers, cyber intrusions and cyber theft of trade 

secrets for commercial purposes, services, and agriculture.  

to identify countries that deny adequate and effective protection of intellectual 

property rights (IPR) or deny fair and equitable market access to U.S. persons 

who rely on intellectual property protection.   
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“Some analysts have considered the secrecy around the U.S. report on Section 

232 tariffs as leverage which Trump likely intends to use in the U.S. trade 

negotiations with the EU.” 

"We're trying to make a deal. They are very tough to make a deal with," Trump 

told reporters at the White House on Wednesday. "If we don't make a deal, we'll 

do the tariffs." http://www.xinhuanet.com/english/2019-

02/23/c_137845093.htm 
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“As the sword of Damocles hangs over the European automotive industry, the 

trade ministers discussed the bloc's trading relationship with Washington. 

European Trade Commissioner Cecilia Malmstrom has called on EU 

governments to decide soon to start negotiations with the United States. 

She also warned "there is full support" from member states to hit back if the 

United States were to levy the tariffs, escalating the transatlantic tension.” 

http://www.xinhuanet.com/english/2019-02/23/c_137845093.htm 

“[PM] May said: “My team will be back in Brussels on Tuesday. As a result of 

that, we won’t bring a meaningful vote to parliament this week, but we will 

ensure that that happens by 12 March. But it’s still within our grasp to leave 
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the EU by the 29 March and that is what we are planning to do.”” 

https://www.theguardian.com/politics/2019/feb/24/theresa-may-postpones-

meaningful-vote-on-final-brexit-deal 

“Due to be tabled this week by Labour’s Yvette Cooper and the former Tory 

minister Oliver Letwin, the amendment would force the government to make 

time available to pass a bill requesting an extension to article 50 if parliament 

has not agreed a deal by mid-March. 

MPs will vote on the amendment on Wednesday, and it now looks highly 

likely to pass.” https://www.theguardian.com/politics/2019/feb/24/theresa-

may-brexit-vote-delay-what-does-it-all-mean 

“People are talking about the extension of article 50 as if it solves the issue 

when of course it won’t. It defers the point of decision. There comes a point 

when we must make that decision.” 

https://www.theguardian.com/politics/2019/feb/24/theresa-may-postpones-

meaningful-vote-on-final-brexit-deal 

“Officials briefed by the EU chief negotiator Michel Barnier on Thursday 

emerged with their bleakest assessment yet of May’s plan to deliver Brexit by 

March 29. They now expect a deadline extension or a catastrophic no-deal 

departure.” https://www.thetimes.co.uk/edition/news/theresa-may-is-driving-

us-to-edge-of-abyss-over-brexit-say-eu-envoys-spb9fcnjp 
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