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"Application activity fell last week - even with rates decreasing - as renewed 

uncertainty about the domestic and global economy likely held potential 

homebuyers off the market," said Joel Kan, MBA's Associate Vice President of 

Industry Surveys and Forecasts. "Despite the recent decline in applications, we 

still expect that the continued strength of the job market and lower rates will 

support more purchase activity in the coming months." 
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“Perhaps more importantly, consumers' long-term inflation expectations fell to 

the lowest level recorded in the past half century. While nominal income 

expectations remained at modest levels, consumers more frequently expected 

gains in their inflation-adjusted incomes in early February than at any other 

time in more than fifteen years.” 
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“Admittedly, the motion was procedural. But her failure to win a majority 

suggests that her control over Parliament is growing ever weaker. And that 

casts doubts on her ability to push through any Brexit deal before Britain is due 

to leave the European Union on March 29th.” 

https://www.economist.com/britain/2019/02/15/theresa-may-loses-yet-

another-brexit-vote 

“[UK] Brexit secretary, Stephen Barclay, will meet the EU’s chief negotiator, 

Michel Barnier, on Monday to discuss the proposals of the “alternative 

arrangements working group” of Tories, who have been seeking a compromise 

solution to avoid the need for backstop.” 

https://www.theguardian.com/politics/2019/feb/17/theresa-may-letter-

conservative-mps-attempts-unite-warring-party 

“Here's where the Brexit endgame starts to become clear. Both the Robbins 

calculation and the no-deal scenario rely on a relatively strict calendar: British 

and EU negotiating teams meet before the end of February; May puts whatever 

comes of that to MPs on for a vote on February 27; May meets EU leaders at a 

summit on March 21, leading to agreement just before the Brexit deadline of 

March 29.” https://edition.cnn.com/2019/02/13/uk/brexit-endgame-gbr-

intl/index.html 
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“In January 2019, prices slowed to 0.4%; the slowest price growth since 

November 2016.” 
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“…U.S. and Chinese negotiators “made headway on very, very important” 

issues in talks on a technology dispute.”  

“We feel we have made headway on very, very important and difficult issues. 

We have additional work we have to do but we are hopeful.” 

“Trump said Friday in Washington that “I would not increase the tariffs” if the 

negotiations are going in a positive direction.” 

https://www.washingtonpost.com/business/technology/the-latest-chinas-

xinhua-us-trade-talks-for-next-week/2019/02/15/ed76c806-3110-11e9-8781-

763619f12cb4_story.html?utm_term=.5131e9d9e314 

The meetings were held as part of the agreement reached by President Donald 

J. Trump and President Xi Jinping in Buenos Aires to engage in 90 days of 

negotiations with a view to achieving needed structural changes in China 

with respect to forced technology transfer, intellectual property 

protection, non-tariff barriers, cyber intrusions and cyber theft of trade 

secrets for commercial purposes, services, and agriculture.  

As set out in this notice, the rate of additional duty for the products covered by 

the September 2018 action will increase to 25 percent on March 2, 2019. 
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to identify countries that deny adequate and effective protection of intellectual 

property rights (IPR) or deny fair and equitable market access to U.S. persons 

who rely on intellectual property protection.   
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