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Officials from both nations are stepping up negotiations on the text of the trade 

agreement, but a source said there was a divergence within the Trump 

administration regarding the deal with China. 

The main division within the White House is how much importance will be 

attached to an enforcement mechanism to ensure the Chinese side lives up to 

its side of the bargain, or whether it will be enough to secure an agreement in 

principle and declare success. 

https://www.scmp.com/news/china/diplomacy/article/3001943/trump-xi-

meeting-end-trade-war-may-be-put-back-june-sources 

The meetings were held as part of the agreement reached by President Donald 

J. Trump and President Xi Jinping in Buenos Aires to engage in 90 days of 

negotiations with a view to achieving needed structural changes in China 

with respect to forced technology transfer, intellectual property 

protection, non-tariff barriers, cyber intrusions and cyber theft of trade 

secrets for commercial purposes, services, and agriculture.  

to identify countries that deny adequate and effective protection of intellectual 

property rights (IPR) or deny fair and equitable market access to U.S. persons 

who rely on intellectual property protection.   
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And some lawmakers are withholding their opinions until they see the results of 

a U.S. International Trade Commission report analyzing the economic impact of 

the deal, which likely won’t be out until mid-April due to a delay from the 35-

day government shutdown. 

https://www.politico.com/story/2019/03/07/trump-nafta-democrats-1247064 

“In an interview Thursday, Rep. Kevin Brady, R-Woodlands, ranking member of 

the House Ways and Means Committee, said U.S. Trade Representative Robert 

Lighthizer was working on a “reasonable” replacement for Trump’s tariffs on 

steel and aluminum from Mexico and Canada, which Republicans and 

Democrats alike have said must be eliminated with to secure their support.” 

https://www.houstonchronicle.com/business/article/As-Congress-weights-

new-NAFTA-signs-of-support-13671780.php 

 “The administration has largely set aside — for now — the threat of pulling out 

of NAFTA because Lighthizer and others in the administration agree that such a 

move would undermine the trust they’ve been working to build on Capitol Hill. 

Aides said there were no immediate plans to withdraw from the 25-year-old 

agreement, though the president hasn't completely ruled out doing it 

eventually if the negotiations over approving USMCA fall apart.” 

https://www.politico.com/story/2019/03/07/trump-nafta-democrats-1247064 

“Some analysts have considered the secrecy around the U.S. report on Section 

232 tariffs as leverage which Trump likely intends to use in the U.S. trade 

negotiations with the EU.” 

"We're trying to make a deal. They are very tough to make a deal with," Trump 

told reporters at the White House on Wednesday. "If we don't make a deal, we'll 

do the tariffs." http://www.xinhuanet.com/english/2019-

02/23/c_137845093.htm 
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“As the sword of Damocles hangs over the European automotive industry, the 

trade ministers discussed the bloc's trading relationship with Washington. 

European Trade Commissioner Cecilia Malmstrom has called on EU 

governments to decide soon to start negotiations with the United States. 

She also warned "there is full support" from member states to hit back if the 

United States were to levy the tariffs, escalating the transatlantic tension.” 

http://www.xinhuanet.com/english/2019-02/23/c_137845093.htm 
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Indeed, most commentators east of the channel say the UK will be required to 

present a clear way forward   to what happens after June if they hope to 

guarantee a longer-term extension to Brexit. Not only would it mean 

participating in the European elections, it would also mean promising a new 

event of the political horizon that would end the impasse – such as second 

Brexit referendum, or general elections. http://en.rfi.fr/europe/20190317-

may-hopes-third-vote-will-pave-way-brexit-delay 
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