




“Panellists stated that the rate of charge inflation was historically muted amid 

promotional discounting to entice new customers.” 

https://www.markiteconomics.com/Public/Home/PressRelease/a610f304a4604718b5384566e770e053
https://www.markiteconomics.com/Public/Home/PressRelease/a610f304a4604718b5384566e770e053


“The non-manufacturing sector’s rate of growth continued to cool off. 

Respondents indicated ongoing concerns related to tariffs and employment 

resources. Comments remained mixed about business conditions and the 

overall economy.” 

https://www.instituteforsupplymanagement.org/ISMReport/NonMfgROB.cfm?SSO=1






https://www.federalreserve.gov/releases/g19/current/default.htm






https://www.bls.gov/news.release/pdf/jolts.pdf




The Producer Price Index is a family of indexes that measures the average 

change over time in the selling prices received by domestic producers of 

goods and services. PPIs measure price change from the perspective of the 

seller. This contrasts with other measures, such as the Consumer Price Index 

(CPI), that measure price change from the purchaser's perspective. 

https://www.census.gov/wholesale/index.html


“Over half of the July rise in the index for final demand goods can be traced to 

prices for gasoline, which advanced 5.2 percent. The indexes for diesel fuel, 

electric power, corn, beef and veal, and tobacco products also advanced. 

Conversely, prices for jet fuel fell 3.5 percent.” 

“A major factor in the decline in prices for final demand services was the index 

for guestroom rental, which moved down 4.3 percent. The indexes for fuels and 

lubricants retailing, loan services (partial), machinery and equipment parts and 

supplies wholesaling, and truck transportation of freight also decreased.” 



“The Producer Price Index (PPI) measures the average change in prices U.S. 

producers receive for the sale of their products. Since tariffs and taxes are not 

retained by producers as revenue, they are explicitly excluded from the PPI. 

However, pricing decisions producers make in reaction to tariffs are 

included in the PPI. For example, if a domestic producer is manufacturing a 

product that is subject to import competition and tariffs are placed on those 

imports, the domestic producer may increase its own prices in order to 

maximize revenue. In this case, the price increase for the domestic producer 

would be included in the PPI. Similarly, if a domestic producer exports products 

to a foreign country that placed tariffs on U.S. products and the domestic 

producer lowered its prices either to better compete in the export market or to 

sell domestically excess inventory that resulted from those tariffs, those price 

decreases would also be reflected in the PPI.” 



 

https://www.bls.gov/news.release/ppi.nr0.htm
https://www.bls.gov/ppi/ppifaq.htm


“The service sector continued to sustain the expansion of the overall eurozone 

economy at the start of the third quarter, but there are signs that the scale of 

the manufacturing downturn is starting to overwhelm.” 

“While the service sector has helped offset the manufacturing downturn, 

growth also edged lower among service providers in July, meaning the overall 

pace of expansion of GDP signalled by the PMI has slipped closer to 0.1%.” 

https://www.markiteconomics.com/Public/Home/PressRelease/43fd7b59e09d433692a3bd82945deb98
https://www.markiteconomics.com/Public/Home/PressRelease/43fd7b59e09d433692a3bd82945deb98








https://www.destatis.de/EN/Press/2019/08/PE19_293_421.html;jsessionid=93BF7696A3169C8628D7462D2FDD4451.internet732
https://www.destatis.de/EN/Press/2019/08/PE19_293_421.html;jsessionid=93BF7696A3169C8628D7462D2FDD4451.internet732






 

https://www.destatis.de/EN/Press/2019/08/PE19_295_421.html;jsessionid=3966ACBA2DF0274D2AB33019E59F320A.internet711
https://www.destatis.de/EN/Press/2019/08/PE19_295_421.html;jsessionid=3966ACBA2DF0274D2AB33019E59F320A.internet711


 

https://www.markiteconomics.com/Public/Home/PressRelease/acf45b0c90d94d31ba37b6fd76d41ace
https://www.markiteconomics.com/Public/Home/PressRelease/acf45b0c90d94d31ba37b6fd76d41ace




 

https://www.esri.cao.go.jp/en/sna/data/sokuhou/files/2019/qe192/gdemenuea.html


 

“Last week the Irish Taoiseach invited Mr Johnson to visit him in Dublin to 

discuss Brexit and other issues between the two countries, but last night Mr 

Varadkar’s office insisted once again that there would be no movement on 

the Irish backstop – stating the point “has repeatedly been made clear”. 

A spokesman added: “The withdrawal agreement and the backstop are not up 

for negotiation.”” https://www.independent.co.uk/news/uk/politics/brexit-eu-

uk-boris-johnson-leo-varadkar-irish-backstop-hard-border-a9052516.html 

 “At the same time, Sajid Javid, the new chancellor, told the Sunday Telegraph 

there would be “significant extra funding” this week to get Britain “fully ready 

to leave” the EU on 31 October, with or without a 

deal.”https://www.theguardian.com/politics/2019/jul/28/boris-johnson-turbo-

charging-no-deal-brexit-plans-say-ministers 

https://www.independent.co.uk/topic/leo-varadkar
https://www.independent.co.uk/topic/brexit
https://www.independent.co.uk/topic/irish-backstop
https://www.independent.co.uk/topic/withdrawal-agreement
https://www.independent.co.uk/news/uk/politics/brexit-eu-uk-boris-johnson-leo-varadkar-irish-backstop-hard-border-a9052516.html
https://www.independent.co.uk/news/uk/politics/brexit-eu-uk-boris-johnson-leo-varadkar-irish-backstop-hard-border-a9052516.html
https://www.theguardian.com/politics/2019/jul/28/boris-johnson-turbo-charging-no-deal-brexit-plans-say-ministers
https://www.theguardian.com/politics/2019/jul/28/boris-johnson-turbo-charging-no-deal-brexit-plans-say-ministers


 “Survey respondents continued to cite domestic political uncertainty and 

concerns about the global economic outlook, although some firms noted hopes 

of a boost from pent up demand following clarity about the path to Brexit.” 

“There is evidence that stockpiling was taking place in the first quarter of the 

year, which provided a boost to GDP, with the latest figures showing that these 

increased stock levels were partly run down in Quarter 2 2019.”  

https://www.markiteconomics.com/Public/Home/PressRelease/0cc0c4f6f7f14c65aaa27338a9abbfc5
https://www.markiteconomics.com/Public/Home/PressRelease/0cc0c4f6f7f14c65aaa27338a9abbfc5


The fall in transport equipment in Quarter 2 is also echoed in the recent Society 

of Motor Manufacturers and Traders survey, which reported that UK car 

production fell by 20% in the first six months of the year. The fall in car 

production was attributed mainly to “falling demand in key markets, 

including the UK, exacerbated by factory shutdowns pulled forward in 

anticipation of the March Brexit deadline”. In addition, the recent CBI 

Industrial Trends Survey also recorded a fall in manufacturing output in the 

three months to June 2019. This was driven by the largest contraction in motor 

vehicle production since March 2009, due to the “bringing forward of planned 

seasonal plant closures to align with previous Brexit deadlines”. 

https://www.smmt.co.uk/2019/07/uk-car-production-falls-20-in-first-six-months-as-new-data-reveals-330-million-no-deal-mitigation-bill/
https://www.smmt.co.uk/2019/07/uk-car-production-falls-20-in-first-six-months-as-new-data-reveals-330-million-no-deal-mitigation-bill/
https://www.cbi.org.uk/media-centre/articles/sharp-decline-in-motor-vehicle-production-puts-brakes-on-manufacturing-output/
https://www.cbi.org.uk/media-centre/articles/sharp-decline-in-motor-vehicle-production-puts-brakes-on-manufacturing-output/




 

https://www.ons.gov.uk/economy/grossdomesticproductgdp/bulletins/gdpfirstquarterlyestimateuk/apriltojune2019
https://www.ons.gov.uk/economy/grossdomesticproductgdp/bulletins/gdpfirstquarterlyestimateuk/apriltojune2019


https://www.aigroup.com.au/policy-and-research/economics/economicindicators/


 

 





https://www.abs.gov.au/ausstats/abs%40.nsf/mediareleasesbyCatalogue/CD780691805A926CCA25839E001987B5?OpenDocument
https://www.abs.gov.au/ausstats/abs%40.nsf/mediareleasesbyCatalogue/CD780691805A926CCA25839E001987B5?OpenDocument


 

https://www.rba.gov.au/media-releases/2019/mr-19-20.html


https://www.markiteconomics.com/Public/Home/PressRelease/c777ba6bdb9249529adea78034658761
https://www.markiteconomics.com/Public/Home/PressRelease/c777ba6bdb9249529adea78034658761


Meanwhile, job creation at services companies remained marginal in July, as 

softer business activity growth and efforts to contain costs weighed on 

hiring decisions. 

https://www.markiteconomics.com/Public/Home/PressRelease/28a5e6c5a60d4b369793a4a9c3d10dac
https://www.markiteconomics.com/Public/Home/PressRelease/28a5e6c5a60d4b369793a4a9c3d10dac


https://tradingeconomics.com/china/producer-prices-change
http://www.stats.gov.cn/english/PressRelease/201907/t20190710_1675305.html


https://tradingeconomics.com/china/inflation-cpi


 

https://tradingeconomics.com/china/balance-of-trade
https://tradingeconomics.com/china/exports
https://tradingeconomics.com/china/imports


Reporter: Why is the RMB exchange rate " breaking 7" ? 

A: Affected by unilateralism and trade protectionism measures and the 

imposition of tariff increases on China, the RMB has depreciated against the US 

dollar today, breaking through 7 yuan, but the renminbi continues to be stable 

and strong against a basket of currencies. This is the market. Supply and 

demand and the reflection of fluctuations in the international currency market. 

http://www.safe.gov.cn/safe/2019/0805/13792.html 

 “The new purchase of American farm products has shown that China is 

honouring its commitment and also a response to the recent signals of goodwill 

by the US side,” the Xinhua commentary said. 

But it also said China had diversified its imports to include agricultural products 

from countries such as Brazil and Australia, and to uphold the spirit of self-

reliance and ensure a firm grip of its own “rice bowl”, meaning it would rely on 

domestic output for its food supply. 

“No matter how much uncertainty lies ahead of us, China will continue its own 

path, do its own thing and to strengthen its ability in handling risks and 

challenges.” 

https://www.scmp.com/news/china/diplomacy/article/3019558/china-us-

trade-talks-could-resume-soon-washingtons-tariffs 

http://www.safe.gov.cn/safe/2019/0805/13792.html
https://www.scmp.com/news/china/diplomacy/article/3021316/chinese-state-media-questions-whether-us-trade-talks-should
https://www.scmp.com/news/china/diplomacy/article/3021316/chinese-state-media-questions-whether-us-trade-talks-should
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-huawei-tech-usa-blacklist-exclusive/exclusive-u-s-firms-may-get-nod-to-restart-huawei-sales-in-2-4-weeks-official-idUSKCN1U90ON
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-huawei-tech-usa-blacklist-exclusive/exclusive-u-s-firms-may-get-nod-to-restart-huawei-sales-in-2-4-weeks-official-idUSKCN1U90ON
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-huawei-tech-usa-blacklist-exclusive/exclusive-u-s-firms-may-get-nod-to-restart-huawei-sales-in-2-4-weeks-official-idUSKCN1U90ON
https://www.scmp.com/news/china/diplomacy/article/3019558/china-us-trade-talks-could-resume-soon-washingtons-tariffs
https://www.scmp.com/news/china/diplomacy/article/3019558/china-us-trade-talks-could-resume-soon-washingtons-tariffs


“There have been no signs either side is willing to back down from their red 

lines, which begs the question: if one side must back down, which will it be? 

Surely, whether a deal can be made will depend on how much Beijing agrees to 

Washington’s terms, rather than vice versa. Trump has repeated often that 

China should be ready to strike a deal or tariffs will rise “very, very 

substantially”.” https://www.scmp.com/week-asia/opinion/article/3017495/us-

china-trade-war-ignore-hype-trump-and-xi-are-no-closer-deal 

“China and the United States remain divided over which negotiating text to 

base their revived trade talks on, with Washington demanding a longer 

document be used that lists earlier promises made by Beijing, according to 

observers.” 

https://www.scmp.com/news/china/diplomacy/article/3019373/china-us-said-

be-wrangling-over-text-trade-talks-can-resume 

“Indeed, China’s Vice Premier Liu He has only reiterated Beijing’s position that 

a deal must be balanced and “expressed in terms that are acceptable to the 

Chinese people and do not undermine the sovereignty and dignity of the 

country.” https://www.cnbc.com/2019/06/29/g20-summit-trump-and-xi-agree-

to-talks-but-offer-no-clear-path-to-end-the-trade-war.html 

The meetings were held as part of the agreement reached by President Donald 

J. Trump and President Xi Jinping in Buenos Aires to engage in 90 days of 

negotiations with a view to achieving needed structural changes in China 

with respect to forced technology transfer, intellectual property 

protection, non-tariff barriers, cyber intrusions and cyber theft of trade 

secrets for commercial purposes, services, and agriculture.  

 

“…both sides hope to have a broad trade deal in place by the time Japanese 

Prime Minister Shinzo Abe meets U.S. President Donald Trump on the sidelines 

of United Nations’ general assembly scheduled for later in September in New 

York.” https://www.reuters.com/article/us-usa-japan-trade/japan-us-target-

broad-bilateral-trade-deal-by-september-nikkei-idUSKCN1UU01X 

https://www.scmp.com/week-asia/opinion/article/3017495/us-china-trade-war-ignore-hype-trump-and-xi-are-no-closer-deal
https://www.scmp.com/week-asia/opinion/article/3017495/us-china-trade-war-ignore-hype-trump-and-xi-are-no-closer-deal
https://www.scmp.com/news/china/diplomacy/article/3019373/china-us-said-be-wrangling-over-text-trade-talks-can-resume
https://www.scmp.com/news/china/diplomacy/article/3019373/china-us-said-be-wrangling-over-text-trade-talks-can-resume
https://www.cnbc.com/2019/06/29/g20-summit-trump-and-xi-agree-to-talks-but-offer-no-clear-path-to-end-the-trade-war.html
https://www.cnbc.com/2019/06/29/g20-summit-trump-and-xi-agree-to-talks-but-offer-no-clear-path-to-end-the-trade-war.html
https://ustr.gov/about-us/policy-offices/press-office/press-releases/2019/january/statement-united-states-trade
https://ustr.gov/about-us/policy-offices/press-office/press-releases/2019/january/statement-united-states-trade
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-usa-japan-trade/japan-us-target-broad-bilateral-trade-deal-by-september-nikkei-idUSKCN1UU01X
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-usa-japan-trade/japan-us-target-broad-bilateral-trade-deal-by-september-nikkei-idUSKCN1UU01X


“An arbitrator for the WTO is expected to decide in September what level of 

sanctions Washington can impose after winning a case before the WTO about 

European subsidies to Airbus, with the EU likely to get a decision in its favor 

several months later.” https://www.reuters.com/article/us-usa-trade-eu/eu-

redoubles-threat-to-retaliate-if-u-s-raises-auto-tariffs-idUSKCN1UH1N5?il=0 

In addition to helicopters and aircraft parts, the U.S. tariffs may also be aimed 

at goods such as cheese, olives and pasta, along with some types of whiskey in 

what the officials see as an effort to gain concessions from EU members to 

the American agricultural sector. bloomberg.com/news/articles/2019-07-

15/europe-braces-for-7-billion-u-s-tariff-hit-over-airbus-dispute 

https://www.washingtonpost.com/business/whats-at-stakein-us-japan-trade-talks/2019/05/24/62d6104a-7e5d-11e9-b1f3-b233fe5811ef_story.html?utm_term=.776b6d909b48
https://www.washingtonpost.com/business/whats-at-stakein-us-japan-trade-talks/2019/05/24/62d6104a-7e5d-11e9-b1f3-b233fe5811ef_story.html?utm_term=.776b6d909b48
https://www.washingtonpost.com/business/whats-at-stakein-us-japan-trade-talks/2019/05/24/62d6104a-7e5d-11e9-b1f3-b233fe5811ef_story.html?utm_term=.776b6d909b48
https://ustr.gov/sites/default/files/2018.12.21_Summary_of_U.S.-Japan_Negotiating_Objectives.pdf
https://ustr.gov/sites/default/files/2018.12.21_Summary_of_U.S.-Japan_Negotiating_Objectives.pdf
https://ustr.gov/about-us/policy-offices/press-office/press-releases/2019/august/united-states-and-european-union
https://ustr.gov/about-us/policy-offices/press-office/press-releases/2019/august/united-states-and-european-union
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-usa-trade-eu/eu-redoubles-threat-to-retaliate-if-u-s-raises-auto-tariffs-idUSKCN1UH1N5?il=0
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-usa-trade-eu/eu-redoubles-threat-to-retaliate-if-u-s-raises-auto-tariffs-idUSKCN1UH1N5?il=0
https://ustr.gov/about-us/policy-offices/press-office/press-releases/2019/july/ustr-proposes-additional-products
https://ustr.gov/about-us/policy-offices/press-office/press-releases/2019/july/ustr-proposes-additional-products


“A number of public comments submitted in response to the April 12 notice 

requested that the U.S. Trade Representative consider additional products that 

were not included in the April 12 list for possible inclusion on the final list of 

products to be subject to additional duties.” 

https://ustr.gov/sites/default/files/enforcement/301Investigations/Notice_for_

Additional_Products.pdf 

“In the event the Arbitrator issues its decision prior to completion of the public 

comment process on the supplemental list, the USTR may immediately impose 

increased duties on the products included in the initial list, and take further 

possible actions with respect to products on the supplemental list.”  

“Today's adoption of the EU negotiating directives gives a clear signal of the 

EU's commitment to a positive trade agenda with the US and the 

implementation of the strictly defined work programme agreed by Presidents 

Trump and Juncker on 25 July 2018. But let me be clear: we will not speak 

about agriculture or public procurement.”  

https://ustr.gov/about-us/policy-offices/press-office/press-releases/2019/may/public-hearing-proposed-countermeasures
https://ustr.gov/about-us/policy-offices/press-office/press-releases/2019/may/public-hearing-proposed-countermeasures
https://ustr.gov/about-us/policy-offices/press-office/press-releases/2019/may/public-hearing-proposed-countermeasures
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2019/04/12/2019-07267/initiation-of-investigation-notice-of-hearing-and-request-for-public-comments-enforcement-of-us-wto
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2019/04/12/2019-07267/initiation-of-investigation-notice-of-hearing-and-request-for-public-comments-enforcement-of-us-wto
https://ustr.gov/sites/default/files/enforcement/301Investigations/Notice_for_Additional_Products.pdf
https://ustr.gov/sites/default/files/enforcement/301Investigations/Notice_for_Additional_Products.pdf
https://ustr.gov/about-us/policy-offices/press-office/press-releases/2019/august/public-hearing-additional-products
https://ustr.gov/about-us/policy-offices/press-office/press-releases/2019/august/public-hearing-additional-products
https://www.consilium.europa.eu/en/press/press-releases/2019/04/15/trade-with-the-united-states-council-authorises-negotiations-on-elimination-of-tariffs-for-industrial-goods-and-on-conformity-assessment/?utm_source=dsms-auto&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Trade+with+the+United+States%3a+Council+authorises+negotiations+on+elimination+of+tariffs+for+industrial+goods+and+on+conformity+assessment
https://www.consilium.europa.eu/en/press/press-releases/2019/04/15/trade-with-the-united-states-council-authorises-negotiations-on-elimination-of-tariffs-for-industrial-goods-and-on-conformity-assessment/?utm_source=dsms-auto&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Trade+with+the+United+States%3a+Council+authorises+negotiations+on+elimination+of+tariffs+for+industrial+goods+and+on+conformity+assessment


 ““I do not think we will reach an agreement if agriculture is not included,” 

McKinney told reporters on a teleconference during his visit to Brussels, citing 

concerns raised by U.S. lawmakers and Trump.” 

https://www.reuters.com/article/us-usa-trade-eu/no-u-s-eu-trade-deal-

without-agriculture-u-s-official-idUSKCN1TS2SH 

“President Donald Trump said there was “absolutely no time pressure” in 

dealing with Iran as European nations pushed to salvage what remains of the 

2015 nuclear accord and avert a slide toward war.” 

https://finance.yahoo.com/news/trump-chats-putin-shakes-hands-

081017994.html 

 “According to Bloomberg, the Treasury Department’s undersecretary for 

terrorism and financial intelligence, Sigal Mandelker, sent a letter on May 7 

warning that Instex, the European SPV to sustain trade with Tehran, and 

anyone associated with it could be barred from the U.S. financial system if it 

goes into effect.”  

“Separately, during a visit to London on May 8, Mike Pompeo also warned that 

there was no need for Instex because the U.S. allows for humanitarian and 

medical products to get into Iran without sanction.” 

““When transactions move beyond that, it doesn’t matter what vehicle’s out 

there, if the transaction is sanctionable, we will evaluate it, review it, and if 

appropriate, levy sanctions against those that were involved in that 

transaction,” Pompeo said. “It’s very straightforward.””  

https://www.consilium.europa.eu/en/press/press-releases/2019/04/15/trade-with-the-united-states-council-authorises-negotiations-on-elimination-of-tariffs-for-industrial-goods-and-on-conformity-assessment/?utm_source=dsms-auto&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Trade+with+the+United+States%3a+Council+authorises+negotiations+on+elimination+of+tariffs+for+industrial+goods+and+on+conformity+assessment
https://www.consilium.europa.eu/en/press/press-releases/2019/04/15/trade-with-the-united-states-council-authorises-negotiations-on-elimination-of-tariffs-for-industrial-goods-and-on-conformity-assessment/?utm_source=dsms-auto&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Trade+with+the+United+States%3a+Council+authorises+negotiations+on+elimination+of+tariffs+for+industrial+goods+and+on+conformity+assessment
https://www.consilium.europa.eu/en/press/press-releases/2019/04/15/trade-with-the-united-states-council-authorises-negotiations-on-elimination-of-tariffs-for-industrial-goods-and-on-conformity-assessment/?utm_source=dsms-auto&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Trade+with+the+United+States%3a+Council+authorises+negotiations+on+elimination+of+tariffs+for+industrial+goods+and+on+conformity+assessment
https://www.consilium.europa.eu/en/press/press-releases/2019/04/15/trade-with-the-united-states-council-authorises-negotiations-on-elimination-of-tariffs-for-industrial-goods-and-on-conformity-assessment/?utm_source=dsms-auto&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Trade+with+the+United+States%3a+Council+authorises+negotiations+on+elimination+of+tariffs+for+industrial+goods+and+on+conformity+assessment
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-usa-trade-eu/no-u-s-eu-trade-deal-without-agriculture-u-s-official-idUSKCN1TS2SH
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-usa-trade-eu/no-u-s-eu-trade-deal-without-agriculture-u-s-official-idUSKCN1TS2SH
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-iran-nuclear-talks-statement/europe-says-iran-trade-channel-operational-statement-idUSKCN1TT2RL
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-iran-nuclear-talks-statement/europe-says-iran-trade-channel-operational-statement-idUSKCN1TT2RL
https://finance.yahoo.com/news/trump-chats-putin-shakes-hands-081017994.html
https://finance.yahoo.com/news/trump-chats-putin-shakes-hands-081017994.html


“The European Commission has opened a formal antitrust investigation to 

assess whether Amazon's use of sensitive data from independent retailers who 

sell on its marketplace is in breach of EU competition rules.” 

https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/ip_19_4291 

“The services covered are ones where U.S. firms are global leaders.  The 

structure of the proposed new tax as well as statements by officials suggest 

that France is unfairly targeting the tax at certain U.S.-based technology 

companies.” https://ustr.gov/about-us/policy-offices/press-office/press-

releases/2019/july/ustr-announces-initiation-section-301 

On Wednesday trade representative Robert Lighthizer said an investigation 

would "determine whether it is discriminatory or unreasonable and burdens or 

restricts United States commerce". https://www.bbc.com/news/world-europe-

48947922 

“"I concur in [Commerce Secretary Wilbur Ross'] finding that automobiles and 

certain automobile parts are being imported into the United States in such 

quantities and under such circumstances as to threaten to impair the national 

security of the United States," Trump said in a proclamation outlining his 

decision.” https://www.politico.com/story/2019/05/17/donald-trump-auto-

tariffs-1330014 

“directed U.S. Trade Representative Robert Lighthizer to pursue the 

negotiation of agreements with the EU, Japan and other countries that address 

the alleged national security threat posed by auto imports. 

Lighthizer was directed to update the president on the status of those talks 

within 180 days.” https://www.politico.com/story/2019/05/17/donald-trump-

auto-tariffs-1330014 

https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/ip_19_4291
https://ustr.gov/about-us/policy-offices/press-office/press-releases/2019/july/ustr-announces-initiation-section-301
https://ustr.gov/about-us/policy-offices/press-office/press-releases/2019/july/ustr-announces-initiation-section-301
https://www.bbc.com/news/world-europe-48947922
https://www.bbc.com/news/world-europe-48947922
https://ustr.gov/sites/default/files/01.11.2019_Summary_of_U.S.-EU_Negotiating_Objectives.pdf
https://ustr.gov/sites/default/files/01.11.2019_Summary_of_U.S.-EU_Negotiating_Objectives.pdf
https://www.politico.com/story/2019/05/17/donald-trump-auto-tariffs-1330014
https://www.politico.com/story/2019/05/17/donald-trump-auto-tariffs-1330014
https://www.politico.com/story/2019/05/17/donald-trump-auto-tariffs-1330014
https://www.politico.com/story/2019/05/17/donald-trump-auto-tariffs-1330014


 “The rapid application of commercial breakthroughs in automobile technology 

is necessary for the United States to retain competitive military advantage and 

meet new defense requirements,” the proclamation said. 

The proclamation added that the U.S. defense industrial base depends on the 

“American-owned automotive sector” for development of technologies 

essential to military superiority. Foreign imports have eroded the ability of U.S. 

companies to compete and research and develop new technologies, the 

proclamation said. 

“The lag in R&D expenditures by American-owned producers is weakening 

innovation and, accordingly, threatening to impair our national security,” the 

proclamation stated. https://www.politico.com/story/2019/05/17/donald-

trump-auto-tariffs-1330014 

Republican President Donald Trump views ratification of the trade deal as a top 

priority, but Democrats say they will not move forward until their concerns over 

labor, environmental issues and access to medicine have been addressed. 

Officials on both sides now say the deal could move forward in September after 

lawmakers return from the August recess. https://www.reuters.com/article/us-

usa-trade-usmca/democrat-calls-for-good-faith-talks-with-ustr-on-trade-deal-

idUSKCN1UL2A3 

“"I concur in [Commerce Secretary Wilbur Ross'] finding that automobiles and 

certain automobile parts are being imported into the United States in such 

quantities and under such circumstances as to threaten to impair the national 

https://www.politico.com/story/2019/05/17/donald-trump-auto-tariffs-1330014
https://www.politico.com/story/2019/05/17/donald-trump-auto-tariffs-1330014
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-usa-trade-usmca/democrat-calls-for-good-faith-talks-with-ustr-on-trade-deal-idUSKCN1UL2A3
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-usa-trade-usmca/democrat-calls-for-good-faith-talks-with-ustr-on-trade-deal-idUSKCN1UL2A3
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-usa-trade-usmca/democrat-calls-for-good-faith-talks-with-ustr-on-trade-deal-idUSKCN1UL2A3


security of the United States," Trump said in a proclamation outlining his 

decision.” https://www.politico.com/story/2019/05/17/donald-trump-auto-

tariffs-1330014 

“directed U.S. Trade Representative Robert Lighthizer to pursue the 

negotiation of agreements with the EU, Japan and other countries that address 

the alleged national security threat posed by auto imports. 

Lighthizer was directed to update the president on the status of those talks 

within 180 days.” https://www.politico.com/story/2019/05/17/donald-trump-

auto-tariffs-1330014 

 “The rapid application of commercial breakthroughs in automobile technology 

is necessary for the United States to retain competitive military advantage and 

meet new defense requirements,” the proclamation said. 

The proclamation added that the U.S. defense industrial base depends on the 

“American-owned automotive sector” for development of technologies 

essential to military superiority. Foreign imports have eroded the ability of U.S. 

companies to compete and research and develop new technologies, the 

proclamation said. 

“The lag in R&D expenditures by American-owned producers is weakening 

innovation and, accordingly, threatening to impair our national security,” the 

proclamation stated. https://www.politico.com/story/2019/05/17/donald-

trump-auto-tariffs-1330014 

https://www.politico.com/story/2019/05/17/donald-trump-auto-tariffs-1330014
https://www.politico.com/story/2019/05/17/donald-trump-auto-tariffs-1330014
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https://ustr.gov/sites/default/files/Summary_of_U.S.-UK_Negotiating_Objectives.pdf
https://ustr.gov/sites/default/files/Summary_of_U.S.-UK_Negotiating_Objectives.pdf


“Specifically, over the coming weeks, USTR will review the developments 

against the benchmarks established in the Special 301 action plans for 

countries that have been on the Priority Watch List for multiple years. For such 

countries that fail to address U.S. concerns, USTR will take appropriate actions, 

such as enforcement actions under Section 301 of the Trade Act or pursuant to 

World Trade Organization or other trade agreement dispute settlement 

procedures, necessary to combat unfair trade practices and to ensure that 

trading partners follow through with their international commitments.” 

https://ustr.gov/about-us/policy-offices/press-office/press-

releases/2019/april/ustr-releases-annual-special-301 

“The Notorious Markets List highlights 33 online markets and 25 physical 

markets that are reported to engage in and facilitate substantial copyright 

piracy and trademark counterfeiting” 

https://ustr.gov/sites/default/files/2018_Notorious_Markets_List.pdf 

https://ustr.gov/about-us/policy-offices/press-office/press-releases/2019/april/ustr-releases-annual-special-301
https://ustr.gov/about-us/policy-offices/press-office/press-releases/2019/april/ustr-releases-annual-special-301
https://ustr.gov/sites/default/files/2018_Notorious_Markets_List.pdf
https://ustr.gov/sites/default/files/2018_Notorious_Markets_List.pdf
https://ustr.gov/sites/default/files/2019_Special_301_Report.pdf

