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The meetings were held as part of the agreement reached by President Donald 

J. Trump and President Xi Jinping in Buenos Aires to engage in 90 days of 

negotiations with a view to achieving needed structural changes in China with 

respect to forced technology transfer, intellectual property protection, non-

tariff barriers, cyber intrusions and cyber theft of trade secrets for commercial 

purposes, services, and agriculture.  

 

After the deal enters into force, the countries have agreed to conclude 

consultations for further trade talks within four months. Then discussions 

between their lead negotiators, Foreign Minister Toshimitsu Motegi and U.S. 

Trade Representative Robert Lighthizer, will start again in earnest. 

The United States is seeking a full-fledged free trade agreement that covers 

areas including services and investment. 

https://www.japantimes.co.jp/news/2019/12/04/business/economy-

business/upper-house-approves-united-states-japan-trade-

deal/#.Xe3HTegzaUk 

Japan has said it has received U.S. assurance that it would scrap tariffs on 

Japanese cars and car parts, and that the only remaining issue was the timing. 

But Washington has not confirmed that.  

https://www.reuters.com/article/us-usa-trade-japan/japan-lower-house-

passes-u-s-trade-deal-auto-tariffs-still-in-question-idUSKBN1XT0IK 
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“Today's adoption of the EU negotiating directives gives a clear signal of the 

EU's commitment to a positive trade agenda with the US and the 

implementation of the strictly defined work programme agreed by Presidents 

Trump and Juncker on 25 July 2018. But let me be clear: we will not speak 

about agriculture or public procurement.”  

 ““I do not think we will reach an agreement if agriculture is not included,” 

McKinney told reporters on a teleconference during his visit to Brussels, citing 

concerns raised by U.S. lawmakers and Trump.” 

https://www.reuters.com/article/us-usa-trade-eu/no-u-s-eu-trade-deal-

without-agriculture-u-s-official-idUSKCN1TS2SH 
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France on Monday agreed to suspend a 3% digital tax on U.S. tech companies 

in exchange for Washington holding off on a threat to impose tariffs of up to 

100% on a $2.4 billion list of French imports, a French diplomatic source said. 

https://www.reuters.com/article/us-usa-trade-deals/after-china-trade-

deal-europe-and-uk-next-on-trumps-to-do-list-idUSKBN1ZL2TJ 

“USTR’s decision today sends a clear signal that the United States will take 

action against digital tax regimes that discriminate or otherwise impose 

undue burdens on U.S. companies,” Ambassador Robert Lighthizer 

said. “Indeed, USTR is exploring whether to open Section 301 investigations 

into the digital services taxes of Austria, Italy, and Turkey. The USTR is 

focused on countering the growing protectionism of EU member states, 

which unfairly targets U.S. companies, whether through digital services taxes 

or other efforts that target leading U.S. digital services 

companies.” https://ustr.gov/about-us/policy-offices/press-office/press-

releases/2019/december/conclusion-ustr%E2%80%99s-investigation 

The 1962 act is clear about the time limits that a president has for invoking 

tariffs to protect U.S. national security. 
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A clause in the 1962 law may offer an escape hatch for Trump. If an 

agreement is not reached within 180 days or proves ineffective, “the 

President shall take such other actions as the President deems necessary to 

adjust the imports of such article so that such imports will not threaten to 

impair the national security.” It adds that Trump would be required to publish 

these actions in the Federal Register, but does not specify a time frame. 

“The crisis and recovery from the Covid-19 pandemic demonstrates that now, 

more than ever, the United States should strive to increase manufacturing 

capacity and investment in North America. The USMCA’s entry into force is a 

landmark achievement in that effort.  Under President Trump’s leadership, 

USTR will continue working to ensure a smooth implementation of the 

USMCA so that American workers and businesses can enjoy the benefits of 

the new agreement,” said Ambassador Robert Lighthizer. 

https://ustr.gov/about-us/policy-offices/press-office/press-

releases/2020/april/usmca-enter-force-july-1-after-united-states-takes-final-

procedural-steps-implementation 

https://ustr.gov/about-us/policy-offices/press-office/press-releases/2020/april/usmca-enter-force-july-1-after-united-states-takes-final-procedural-steps-implementation
https://ustr.gov/about-us/policy-offices/press-office/press-releases/2020/april/usmca-enter-force-july-1-after-united-states-takes-final-procedural-steps-implementation
https://ustr.gov/about-us/policy-offices/press-office/press-releases/2020/april/usmca-enter-force-july-1-after-united-states-takes-final-procedural-steps-implementation
https://ustr.gov/sites/default/files/Summary_of_U.S.-UK_Negotiating_Objectives.pdf
https://ustr.gov/sites/default/files/Summary_of_U.S.-UK_Negotiating_Objectives.pdf


After five days of videoconference talks, involving a total of 100 officials, the 

prospects of an agreement by the end of the year seemed remote as the two 

sides emerged from the negotiations to attack each other. 

Barnier appeared exasperated by the British team, led by David Frost, who 

has said the UK will leave the single market and customs union with or 

without a deal by the end of the year. 

https://www.theguardian.com/politics/2020/apr/24/britain-running-down-

the-clock-in-brexit-talks-says-michel-barnier-eu 

Asked whether the EU could request an extension if the British did not, 

Barnier said it was not up to one side to be the “demandeur” (seeker), but it 

had to be a common decision for both parties before 30 June, as stated in the 

withdrawal agreement. 

“We regret that the detail of the EU’s offer on goods trade falls well short of 

recent precedent in free trade agreements it has agreed with other sovereign 

countries,” the spokesman said. “This considerably reduces the practical 

value of the zero-tariff, zero-quota aspiration we both 

share.”https://www.theguardian.com/politics/2020/apr/24/britain-running-

down-the-clock-in-brexit-talks-says-michel-barnier-eu 

"Transition ends on 31 December this year," Frost said on Twitter last week. 

"We will not ask to extend it. If the EU asks, we will say no." 

If the two sides can't reach a deal, the UK would default to trading on terms 

set by the World Trade Organisation, meaning the return of tariffs and quotas 

where there are none today. 

https://www.straitstimes.com/world/europe/brexit-talks-resume-with-time-

for-a-deal-running-out 
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